CHAPTER  XXIV
THE   SAILORS   OF  THE  NORTH
PEOPLE are always interested-in sailors and there lias been a good deal in this book about them. There were the Arabs who long ago brought the spices from India. Sailors from Venice and Genoa voyaged in the Mediterranean sea and carried the pepper and other spices which they obtained from the Arabs so that people all over Europe could get them. Then the Portuguese and the Spaniards, taught by the Mediterranean sailors, found their way to America and the Indies in their desire to obtain the valuable things which were to be brought from those distant lands.
But so far we have said very little about some people who were far better sailors than the Spaniards or the Portuguese, and in this chapter we are going to tell of the Norwegians and the Dutch and, of course, the British.
In the north-west of Europe it is never very cold and it is never very hot. It is never so cold in winter as it is in Canada or in the east of Europe. In all the northern part of North America
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